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Two websites at the basis of the research

France, BeNeLux UK, Ireland







Questions about the company/business 

Questions about the stock

Questions about services and operation on products

Questions about prices

Questions about evolution of market

How to document reclamation dealers

Increase in reuse business 
Expectations

What stock, in which quantity 
Incoming and outgoing flows

Activities: collecting waste, 
demolition, dealers, supply of 
reclaimed, etc 

Human and material resources

Collecting, transportation, 
cleaning, refurbishing ...



Opalis France

OUR TARGETS

→ To reference 600 companies

→ To visit 200 companies

OUR RESEARCH STRATEGY

→ Guide chevalier des entreprises 
spécialisée, matériaux anciens

→ Salvo, Rotor and Bellastock network

→ Internet, with keywords

→ Le bon coin

→ Decoration magazines

→ Word of mouth



Opalis France

OUR RESULTS

→ 242 companies referenced 

→ 185 companies visited

The initial figures were estimated bases on 
an extrapolation of Belgian data and 
experiences. 

As you can see, French and Belgian contexts 
are very different. 

The approach must be local!



Opalis France

3 KEY OBSERVATIONS 

- Two generations of reclamation dealers 

- Businesses highly innovative

- Local and national dynamic



Opalis BeNeLux

OUR FCRBE RESULTS: 

→ 182 new companies referenced

→ 126 companies visited 

IN TOTAL: 

→ 287 companies referenced



New materials 



New materials 



Demolition contractor / salvage dealer



Demolition contractor / salvage dealer



Demolition contractor / salvage dealer



“Urban” dealers

Buurman Rotterdam / Utrecht / AntwerpenMaterialenbank Leuven BatiTerre (Brussels)



- popularity of the service

- make the offer visible and constantly 
updated

- regional lay partners

Perspectives







salvoweb.com
Reclaim, Reuse, Repeat since 1991.













Peg & plain tiles

Welsh purple slate

Architectural stone











UK & IRELAND 500
DIRECTORY

salvoweb.com/salvo-directory/fcrbe



Statistical survey of the reuse sector in 
Belgium, France, Ireland, the United-

Kingdom and the Netherlands

Mathilde 
Doutreleau

CSTB



Why?

● Lack of quantitative data on the economic
activities specialised in the reclamation and
supply of reusable building elements

How?

● Data from a questionnaire filled in by the
partners who carried out the visits or had
direct contact by phone (Rotor, Bellastock and
Salvo)

● Approach based on the first statistical effort
conducted by Salvo in the UK in 1998 and
2007 with ‘BigREC’

What?

● Description of dealers’ activities and an
estimation of the type and quantities of
materials stored

● Characteristics of the stock : distances
travelled by materials, the origin of the stock
and the type of customers.

● Business trends

Statistical survey



Structural profiles of the companies

Size of the companies:A total of 290 questionnaires filled out: 



The core business of the dealers



● ‘Antique’ = dealers that sell only antique
materials (and no reclaimed ones).

● ‘Reclaimed’ = dealers that sell only
reclaimed materials (and not antique).

● ‘Mixed’ = dealers in both reclaimed and
antiques materials.

Profiles of the dealers



Activities and materials sold



Profiles of the dealers per country



Origin of the stock



Number of materials category held by dealers



● In France:
○ Steps in stone (29% ot the stock);
○ Floor in natural stone;
○ Slate, roof tiles and wall copings.

● In the Netherlands:
○ Slate, roof tiles and wall copings.

(47% of the stock);
○ Steel structure;
○ Bricks and Windows.

● In Belgium:
○ Bricks (58% of the stock);
○ Tiles;
○ Slate, roof tiles and wall copings.

● In the UK/Ireland:
○ Floors in natural stone (32% of the 

stock);
○ Slate, roof tiles and wall copings;
○ Timber framing; Parquet and wooden 

floors

Main material quantities per country



Size of the storage place

1
st

quartile median mean 3
rd

quartile

Up to 6 materials 1 000,00 2 400,00 8 618,91 6 000,00

More than 6 materials 1 500,00 4 000,00 9 806,33 10 000,00



Stock coming from abroad



Distances travelled



Business expectations



● Extrapolation coefficients used to estimate these volumes for the whole population

● The extrapolation gives for France, Belgium, the Netherlands and the UK/Ireland:

○ Total turnover : 325,2 million €

○ 4 513 Full Time Employees.

○ 441,9 thousands of tons of stored materials.

Economic volumes and materials quantity

Sample size Population size Extrapolation 

coefficients

France 100 210 2,10

Belgium 44 125 2,84

Netherlands 68 250 3,68

UK/Ireland 78 500 6,41



● Some questions remain and need to be 
addressed in future studies:

○ Switching from stock to flow

○ Computing the embodied carbon

○ Identifying the nature of jobs created (qualified or 

not)

○ Finding a way to organize a regular statistical 

survey on the reclamation trade, at regional or 

national level

○ ...

Perspectives



A catalogue of 36 material 
sheets

Michaël Ghyoot 
Rotor



Have you ever had to search 
for information about 
reclaimed materials?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=TXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2U%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=TXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2U%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFoZU80cHBNWEpIN2wxbDBhdmZqVjNvQ1paZmFrWURXdVBMTU1PT2FnYjh3Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6IlNMSURFU19BUEkxNzA5MjU2ODQ2XzAifQ%3D%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFoZU80cHBNWEpIN2wxbDBhdmZqVjNvQ1paZmFrWURXdVBMTU1PT2FnYjh3Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6IlNMSURFU19BUEkxNzA5MjU2ODQ2XzAifQ%3D%3D


For those of you who 
answered yes, was it 
difficult to find?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=TXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2U%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=TXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2U%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFoZU80cHBNWEpIN2wxbDBhdmZqVjNvQ1paZmFrWURXdVBMTU1PT2FnYjh3Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6IlNMSURFU19BUEkxMzY0NTk3MDA2XzAifQ%3D%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFoZU80cHBNWEpIN2wxbDBhdmZqVjNvQ1paZmFrWURXdVBMTU1PT2FnYjh3Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6IlNMSURFU19BUEkxMzY0NTk3MDA2XzAifQ%3D%3D


36 material sheets



36 material sheets

Introductory sheets Interior finishings Structure and shell Landscape, paving Doors, windows

Equipment



What you will find in these sheets: description



What you will find in these sheets: reclamation



What you will find in these sheets: applications



What you will find in these sheets: characteristics



What you will find in these sheets: reuse indicators



- Description

- Guidelines for reclamation

- Guidelines for reuse

- Characteristics

- Reuse indicators:

- Availability on the market
- Indicative prices
- Carbon benefits

- Inspiration, references

What you will find in these sheets

× 36 sheets



- To inspire and inform

- To collect information on 
reclaimed materials

- To facilitate specifications

Why these sheets?

➜

Reusing high pressure 
laminates as ceiling: 

extract from the 
specifications book of a 
FCRBE pilot operation.

Credit: Camille Salomon Architect



Landscape, paving, terraces

● Kerbs (natural stone)
● Setts (natural stone)
● Clay pavers (Dutch clinkers)
● Concrete rubble pavers
● Steenschotten boards
● Ship timber



Structure...

● Timber
● Glulam beams
● Structural steel
● Concrete slabs
● Bricks
● Concrete masonry rubble



...and shell

● Clay roof tiles
● Slate roof tiles
● Barnwood cladding
● Stone slabs cladding
● Stone sills
● Wall copings in natural stone



Interior finishings (incl. office buildings)

● Ceramic tiles
● Clay tiles
● Glazed tiles
● Cement tiles
● Flagstones
● Shelves in natural stone
● Raised floors systems
● Carpet tiles



Doors and windows

● Interior panelled wooden door 
● Interior fire doors



Equipment

● Cast iron radiators
● Sheet steel radiators
● Toilet bowl
● Sinks
● Urinals



Project website: 
https://nweurope.eu/FCRBE

Opalis.eu, materials section

Futureuse.co.uk (soon)

Where can they be found?

https://nweurope.eu/FCRBE
https://opalis.eu
https://futureuse.co.uk

