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FOOD, FEED, PHARMA AND COSMETICS

Hayes, M.1, Min, Su. 1, Bastiaens, L.2, Verspreet, J. 2

Valuable components can be extracted from microalgae and these are used in food supplements, food additives, in nutraceuticals,
feeds and functional feeds and foods as well as cosmetics and pharmaceuticals. It is important that microalgae producers and users
are knowledgeable on the legislation governing the use of microalgae relevant to their applications. Figure 1 and Tables 1 & 2 outline
relevant legislation concerning microalgal use in food, feed, cosmetic and bio-stimulant/fertiliser products.

1 Food BioSciences Department, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15, Ireland. Maria.Hayes@teagasc.ie
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Figure 1: Application of microalgae in different sectors (adapted from Diaz et al., (https://doi.or/10.3389/fnut.2022.102984/). 

Table 1: EU Legislation regarding use of microalgae as food and food 
additives

Table 2: EU Legislation regarding use of microalgae as functional foods, 
cosmetics, fertilisers and biostimulants as well as organic ingredients

• The Novel Food Catalogue contains both European and imported algae (https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/novel-food/novel-food-catalogue_en ).
• The EU’s cosmetic ingredient database, CosIng (https://ec.Europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/cosing/index.cfm ) shows all legal requirements for algal use in cosmetics.
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