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How to make your cycle highway 
readable?

3 central
questions



3. How to enhance
exposure?

tools : examples, concepts, strategies 

2. How to improve wayfinding? 

1. How/ when to brandyour cycle highway?



1. How/ when to brandyour cycle highway?



Branding ideally starts in the   
early planningphase



What will be the title of your    
feasibility study?

RS1



How will you communicate the   
vision and desired future?

F3



Is your branding strategy 
future proof?

²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦΧ 
you plan more RS-numbers 

than the coloursof the rainbow?

RS16



Example region of Belfast



F20-Χ ŀƴŘ Cнлл-Χ ҔҔ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ CƭŜƳƛǎƘ-Brabant

F1-F9                        >> important connections between major cities
www.fietssnelwegen.be

F9

Example of future proof branding 
5 Flemish provinces

http://www.fietssnelwegen.be/


C1

ReadabilityToolbox
Playlist

More tools around
name giving



Branding is essential when you   
want to improve wayfinding



How will you design the perceptual clues
that will enable new users to understand the     
mobility productand use it?

- a name/identity

- a centralbrand colour?

>> youfirst needa product brand



What branding-strategy to choose?

??



There are two main strategies:

Route-identity                    Network-identity



Two ways to brand your cycle highway:

Route-identity                       Network-identity





CHIPS not only recommends network-identity
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We go for United C-ways of Europe
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PotentialC-waysin Europe



C-waysoperateon 
a smaller scale.
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Why do we go for United C-ways of Europe?
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What are the arguments for the C-strategy?

мΦ LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǊŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ 9-code system

We did the thing for the European motorways. Andit works. 
Sowhynot graft on it? 
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Thisleads to strong  C -ynergies

- fast learning
- quickmentalintegration
- strong collaboration
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New 
If we go for the C-ŜǊŀΧ 



New 

vitamine        with ZERO       -O2

Onlya small Gaulishvillagewill remainignorant



Χ for thosewhoŘƻƴΩǘknowaboutAsterix& Obelix



2. It will improve digital wayfinding.
C-standardisation>> economiesof scale

>> improvedintegrationin diverse touchpoints

What are the arguments for the C-strategy?



Global digital wayfinding devices 
are an important way to get in touch with potential users



With a bunchof      -eedswe can
economise on slow andexpensiveΧ 

ΧάL/{Lέ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ

More efficiëntwith network-identity:

Problem with 
local route-identities



Example: 

The private market developedάŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ wayfindingapplicationsέ 
for bikenode-system.

Reason?
open data + interestingtransnationalscale(BE-NL)

https://www.vlaanderen-fietsland.be/routeplanner
https://www.fietsnet.be

http://www.fietsnet.be/
https://www.fietsnet.be/


C-standardisationalsoimproves
the integration in other touchpointsΧ
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Identity Scale

+++

++

+

Awareness
Integration
Learnability

Summary:
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3. The C canwork in more languagesthan
the Dutch    F           or the German

Ccanrefer to the word cyclostradain Frensh, Italian,    

{ǇŀƴƛǎƘΣΧ languages

ˁˏˁ˂ˇˌC= cycleandrefersto the Ancient Greekword 

Cis alreadyusedin Danmark andthe UK:

- Cykelstier
- CycleHighway

What are the arguments for the C-strategy?

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%CE%BA%CF%8D%CE%BA%CE%BB%CE%BF%CF%82#Ancient_Greek


4. Thereis alreadyanά9ǎǎŜƴ-ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘέ ƻƴ the C J

Andit was even 
signedby Chili

A last argument J



27 februari 2018 

AndbyǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΧ



Andof course alsobyά5ŀƴƳŀǊƪέ



How/ when to brandyour cycle highway?

Recommendation



Three principles:

Recommendation:      C + Number                                         



What about colourrecommendations?

Spain Germany

United Kingdom

Switserland

France

Italy

Romania

Unity in diversity mayworkΧ



! ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ άƴǳƳōŜǊ ƭƻƎƻέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘ colour



CHIPS pilot Province of Noord-Brabant 

Here the red colourstrategy is easy recognizable


