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Renewable Energy
Partnerships -

An Innovative
Approach

Combining the urban energy demand with the rural renewable en-
ergy production potential offers the great possibility to increase the
share of renewable energy and thus reduce CO, emissions tremen-
dously. In addition, the approach enables urban consumers to meet
their renewable energy needs through reliable regional supplies.
Rural renewable energy producers, in turn, get access to urban con-
sumers.

The project RegEnergy facilitates viable new urban-rural partner-
ships and closes missing regional links between renewable energy
demand and supply.

Project partners from seven North-West European countries, repre-
senting metropolitan regions, cities, rural communities, regional
agencies, scientific intuitions and renewable energy producers work
together on:

A strategy for setting up urban-rural partnerships

All partners build different renewable energy partnerships in their
regions. Together they develop guidelines for regions outside the
project to follow their examples.

Joint and viable models to match renewable energy supply and
demand

A precise analysis of the various sources of renewable energy and
the concrete demand is a central step in the development of part-
nerships.

Good practice examples of regional partnerships

A large number of activities to increase the production and con-
sumption of renewables will serve as inspiring examples for inter-
ested parties in the future.
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A Dynamic Project Team

The 9 project partners from 7 North-West European countries
combine their technological know-how, their experience in busi-
ness development and network to develop strategies and models
to illustrate how urban-rural renewable energy demand-supply
partnerships can be built.

Climate Alliance focuses on connecting regions for a sustainable
and decentralised energy transition. The metropolitan area of
Brest builds an institutional partnership with backcountry com-
munities and provides financial and technological support. Flux 50
works on regional storage mechanisms to cope with intermittent
renewable energy supply. Plymouth City Council supports a rural
energy community to develop a solar farm. Waterstromen con-
structs a biogas pipeline. 3 Counties Energy Agency ensures the
necessary equipment for bio-methane delivery. Planair develops
a business model for micro grid optimization and storage. Water-
ford Institute of Technology develops an optimization platform of
energy clusters. Ormonde Upgrading Limited constructs a biogas
upgrading facility.




Preliminary Guidelines

The first guidelines for the development of renewable energy part-
nerships are divided into six steps:

STEP 1:
The Status Quo

As a first step, the different barriers and opportunities of urban and
rural areas are examined. Relevant stakeholders (e.g. consumers,
producers and infrastructure) and potential types of partnerships
are identified.

STEP 2:
Potential Solutions

Long term and win-win scenarios for potential renewable partner-
ships are developed in the second step. Gap analyses are carried
out to identify weaknesses and to ensure the achievement of the
defined scenarios.

STEP 3:
Matching Supply & Demand

In a third step, the supply potential in rural areas and the demand
potential in urban areas are examined in detail. A regional strategy
to match both is developed.

STEP 4:
The Type of Partnerships

The selection of the most appropriate type of partnership and the
engagement of all stakeholders is the main challenge of step four.

STEP 5:
The Implementation of Partnerships

In parallel to intense publicity and dissemination activities negotia-
tions are intensified to foster formal and informal cooperation.

STEP 6:
Monitoring and Roll out

In the final stage, reporting and monitoring tools are established
and the structures for a continuous and productive exchange in the
partnership are created.
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