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Use of LCA as a support for developing

the activity of start-ups and SMEs of the 

bioeconomy

Feedback from the Interreg NWE 

BioBase4SME project

Olivier Talon, Lucy Montgomery, 

Benjamine Belloncle, Tanja Meyer
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What was the 

BioBase4SME project?
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NWE Interreg BioBase4SME   (2016-2019)

Bio-Innovation Support for Entrepreneurs 
throughout North-West Europe

9 project partners / service providers from 7 
NWE countries

Innovation coupon system

Trainings, workshops, innovation biocamps…
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Innovation coupon system

Process development and scale-up in pilot 
plant

Pre-pilot equipment for pyrolysis and 
anaerobic digestion

Application testing for fibers, bioplastics…

Market research, value chain assessment

Mentoring on social acceptance

LCA & eco-design coaching
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Innovation coupon system

Process development and scale-up in pilot 
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3 studies performed
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Company

Produces
miscanthus 

Sells miscanthus-
based bioplastic, 

paper & cardboard
and bio-concrete

www.vibers.nl

Needs

Information for 
customers proving
the environmental

added value of 
miscanthus in such

materials

Delivered output 

Eco-profile for one 
bio-plastic compound 

formulation

Evaluation of benefits
from miscanthus 

incorporation into a 
series of plastic 

matrices
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Feedback

« We can now prove much clearer the environmental and social 
benefits of our products »

« An LCA is a key sales argument for our biopolymer »

« Improve our sourcing and marketing towards new clients and 
employees »
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Only 3 studies?
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Many SMEs were made aware of LCA 

coupons opportunity through

newsletters, workshops, webinars, 

innovation biocamps…
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…but few finally did benefit from the 

service
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> 200 SMEs heard about the service

close discussion with 12

5 applications for coupon (all granted)

3 purchase orders / completed studies

7 service offers emitted
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Yet ease of communicating about 

environmental benefits of biobased

products frequently reported as a 

significant barrier by target SMEs…
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Survey

Full report available on project’s website

50 bio-SMEs from 6 NWE countries interviewed in 
2018 about main barriers for their development

Comparison with results of similar 2013 survey
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Survey
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Survey

« consumers don’t know the difference between
biobased and biodegradable »

« greenwashing from large 
companies has damaged the 

whole green industry »« we feel suitable sustainability
assessment tools do exist »
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So why 3?
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Answers from the survey

« LCA is too complicated »
« comparisons are unfair »

« some certificates are 
meaningless »

« we are not yet selling
products »

« details on sustainability
are not relevant for our

products »

« no demand for LCA since
we are selling B2B »
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Feedbacks from SMEs who did benefit from other services

Questionnaire sent 
within 3 months after
completion of service

30 answers received for 
this question
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Answers
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Good news…
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…but…
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There is still work to be

done to convince that

anytime is a right time for 

thinking LCA & ecodesign
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Congrès avnir 2016

BIOPOL 2019
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Thanks for your attention

olivier.talon@materianova.be


